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Letter From Chair & President

In the intricate tapestry of nature, where wildlife and peo-
ple depend on national wildlife refuges, can refuges, in 
turn, depend on us?

We pose this question not just as a reflection but as a call to 
action that resonates with hope and purpose. It is with this 
spirit that we are excited to share the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association’s 2023 Annual Report with you. This report is not 
just a collection of achievements; it is a celebration of our 
collective effort, a testament to the power of a community 
rallying behind the conservation of our natural world encom-
passed by the National Wildlife Refuge System.

Your support has been the driving force behind every 
accomplishment detailed in this report. It echoes in the halls 
of Congress, where we advocate tirelessly for the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, currently facing a funding and staff-
ing crisis. We have taken significant strides to address these 
challenges, standing firm in our commitment to secure the 
future of refuges. Our advocacy and government affairs work 
has been pivotal, highlighting the urgency of adequate fund-
ing and staffing and reinvigorating the Cooperative Alliance 
for Refuge Enhancement to engage Congressional awareness 
and support.

A crucial chapter of this collective effort is our work with 
Refuge Friends groups (Refuge Friends). These local champi-
ons are the heartbeat of our grassroots advocacy network, 
diligently working to protect and enhance refuges on the 

ground in their own communities. The Refuge 
Association has been proud to 

empower these local organizations, 
providing the foundation for a 
nationwide movement advocating 

for the vitality of our national wildlife refuges.

In the hustle and bustle of urban life, our 
Urban Wildlife Refuge Program has 
been a beacon, reaching new audi-
ences and connecting them with 
the wonders of wildlife and refuges. 
The Urban Program continues to 
break down barriers and invites 
diverse communities to join the move-
ment in fostering a deep appreciation for 
the natural world.

As we navigate the challenges and 
triumphs documented in this 
report, we extend an enormous 
thank you to you—our supporters, 
take-action participants, Refuge 
Friends, partner organizations, and 
donors. Your dedication has fueled 
our progress and strengthened our 
resolve.

Your unwavering support has been a source of inspiration 
that propels us forward. We celebrate what we’ve achieved 
and the promise of what lies ahead. As a community, we shall 
endeavor to safeguard our national wildlife refuges, ensuring 
that they continue to serve as sanctuaries for wildlife and 
tranquil havens for all those seeking solace amidst nature’s 
beauty.

Sincerely,

Geoffrey L. Haskett, President
E. Gray Payne, Board Chair

Geoff rey L. Haskett, President

Sa
nd

hi
ll 

cr
an

es
 fl

yi
ng

 b
y 

th
e 

ob
se

rv
at

io
n 

to
w

er
 a

t A
ga

ss
iz

 N
W

R,
 M

N
 | 

M
ik

e 
Bu

dd
, U

SF
W

S

E. Gray Payne, Board Chair 

Our mission  is to conserve America’s wildlife heritage for future generations 

through strategic programs that protect, promote, and enhance the National Wildlife 

Refuge System and the landscapes beyond its boundaries.

Who We Are
A non-profit conservation organization founded in 1975 by retired U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service refuge managers, the National Wildlife Refuge Association is 

solely dedicated to protecting, promoting, and enhancing the National Wildlife 

Refuge System, the world’s largest system of lands and waters set aside for 

wildlife conservation. The Refuge Association works in partnership with the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Refuge Friends organizations, sportsmen and women, farmers and 

ranchers, students, urban constituencies, and other conservation organizations. 
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Protecting
THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

Increased Funding & Staffing  
               FOR THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

The highest priority of the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association (Refuge Association) is addressing the critically 
underfunded National Wildlife Refuge System (Refuge 

System). Without significant increases in federal funding, national 
wildlife refuges will continue lose valuable staff who take care of 
these national treasures, including refuge managers, biologists, 
visitor services staff, and law enforcement. The understaffing leads 
to a catastrophic crisis, leaving staff stressed and overworked. No 
refuges are fully staffed, and more than half of all refuges have zero 
employees on site. Many refuges are closed to the public, unstaffed, 
and left without resource management. Because of this, the Refuge 
Association launched a campaign in January of 2023 to focus exclu-
sively on the staffing issues around the Refuge System. 

Our national campaign aims to increase annual appropriations for 
the Refuge System to $1.5 billion or more. Current federal funding 
for the Refuge System is $541 million. This is only $38 million more 
than fiscal year 2010. With inflation since then, this is an actual 
loss of approximately $160 million, resulting in over 800 perma-
nent positions left unfilled. What has resulted is an enormous 
16% loss in capacity. Several needed positions are eliminated 

yearly as congressional appropriations lag behind inflation and 
actual funding needs. This situation is unsustainable as the Refuge 
System continues to grow and experience increased visitation and 
its health becomes even more essential in this age of worsening 
biodiversity and climate crises. 

Our staffing campaign utilizes several short and long-term tactics 
and strategies to achieve this goal. We have increased engage-
ment with Refuge Friends and other grassroots supporters to 
equip them with the tools to effectively educate their Members 
of Congress about the staffing crisis and advocate for the fund-
ing needs of the Refuge System. We have also coordinated our 
national and local partners behind our congressional advocacy 
strategy. Since the launch of the campaign, we have earned 
local media stories on the staffing issue, increased coordination 
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) staff and leadership, 
arranged several meetings with congressional members and the 
Biden Administration, hosted briefings for congressional staff on 
the funding issues in partnership with USFWS and congressional 
leaders, and developed fact sheets, talking points, and other 
advocacy resources.
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PROTECTION OF CRITICAL LANDSCAPES

T he Refuge Association continued its extensive efforts to safeguard the 
Refuge System against ongoing and emerging threats, culminating in 
several wins for refuges in 2023.

Notably, Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland rescinded a 2019 proposed 
land exchange in the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge that authorized a 
road to be constructed through the heart of this pristine Alaskan landscape. 
Construction of a road would have devastating impacts on more than half 
a million Pacific brant, emperor geese, swans, and other wildlife, resulting 
in habitat fragmentation, disturbance, and pollution. The Refuge Association 
has worked for decades to protect the Izembek NWR from this threat, and this 
withdrawal is an essential step towards safeguarding America’s most ecologically 
significant national wildlife refuge. However, the Department of the Interior has 
renewed the process to review other proposals for a land exchange. In response, the 
Refuge Association organized a letter to the Secretary from 22 former public officials, including 
former Interior Secretaries Sally Jewell and Bruce Babbitt, urging the Department to pursue alternative, non-road options 
to accommodate the needs of local communities. We will continue to work towards permanent protection of the refuge.

September 2023 brought a pivotable development in efforts to protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge when the 
Biden administration canceled all remaining oil and gas leases in the Arctic Refuge. This marked a substantial triumph for 
global climate and biodiversity goals. Even so, additional action must be taken to ensure long-term protection of the iconic 
wildlife of America’s Arctic, including the implementation of essential safeguards that prevent the issuance of additional 
leases. Through our partnerships within the Arctic Defense Campaign, we will continue working to defeat any proposals in 
Congress that aim to undermine the sanctity of the Refuge System’s protection of Alaska’s wilderness.

Virtual Hill Days

T he Refuge Association organized a virtual congressional advocacy week to provide an opportunity for Friends to establish or 
strengthen relationships with their congressional representatives and to raise awareness about their Friends group and their ref-
uge as part of the Refuge System. Virtual Hill Days began with a training webinar for Friends to learn more about the funding and 

staffing challenges of the Refuge System overall, as well as best practices for conducting effective meetings with congressional offices, 
whether virtually on the Hill or in person at district offices in their state. 

Approximately 35 Refuge Friends members representing 30 Refuge Friends groups participated, meeting with 14 key congressional 
offices. We primarily targeted members 
of Congress who sit on the House 
and Senate Interior Appropriations 
Committees to shore up their support 
for increased Refuge System funding 
in their respective appropriations 
bills. These efforts resulted in refuge 
visits by several key congressional 
staff with local Refuge Friends in the 
following months, such as a tour of 
Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge 
by the staff from Senator Jeff Merkley’s 
(D-OR) office, who chairs the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies.

Western tanager at Seedskadee NWR, WY | Tom Koern
er, U
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COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE FOR REFUGE ENHANCEMENT

T he Cooperative Alliance for Refuge 
Enhancement (CARE), chaired by the Refuge 
Association, is a coalition of nonprofits that 

seeks to ensure that the Refuge System has the funding 
needed to meet its conservation objectives. This was a busy 
year for CARE that included launching its new website, 
organizing a CEO-level meeting with then-Deputy 
Secretary of the Interior Tommy Beaudreau 
and other top agency officials, hosing mul-
tiple events with Congress, and adding 
its first new member in several years — 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers.

CARE’s new website, www.fundwildliferefuges.
com, provides information about the coalition, the Refuge 
System, and the funding challenges the Refuge System 
faces. It also aims to raise CARE’s credibility and public 
profile to help increase its influence in Congress. In the 
future, we expect the website to include news updates on 
CARE’s timely activities and projects.

CARE also diligently worked towards the reconstitution 
of the Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. The Caucus was first established 
in 2006. Its mission is to fortify, protect, and preserve the 
Refuge System by supporting adequate funding, working 
for the strategic growth of the Refuge System through 
easements and targeted land acquisition, and promoting 
legislation to improve the Refuge System. The Caucus uses 

briefings and other forms of outreach to educate members 
of Congress about the increasing number of challenges fac-
ing the Refuge System. At the end of 2023, the Caucus was 
reconstituted with seven bipartisan co-chairs and 39 mem-
bers. The Refuge Association expects membership to grow 
as CARE, Refuge Friends, and other supporters continue to 

urge their congressional members to join. 

The Caucus also sponsors the annual 
National Wildlife Refuge Expo (Refuge 
Expo) on Capitol Hill, an event for 
congressional staff hosted and organized 

by CARE to highlight the crucial role the 
Refuge System fills in protecting wildlife and 

habitat. This November, approximately 150 congressio-
nal staff attended the first Refuge Expo since the pandemic. 
Caucus co-chairs Representatives Mike Thompson (D-CA), 
Rob Wittman (R-VA), and Gabe Vasquez (D-NM) came 
to speak at the event, along with USFWS Director Martha 
Williams, Refuge Chief Cynthia Martinez, and Refuge 
Association President Geoff Haskett. The Refuge Expo 
featured informational tables staffed by a diverse range of 
CARE organizations, a multitude of USFWS personnel, 
the Coalition of Refuge Friends and Advocates, and other 
Refuge Friends. A highlight of the event was local falconer 
and raptor specialist Rodney Stotts and his Harris’s Hawk, 
Agnes. Interacting with Rodney and live wildlife helped 
provide attendees with a lasting, memorable experience.

Congressman Gabe Vasquez speaking at Refuge Expo | Refuge Association

R E F UGE ENHANCE M E N T

COOPERATIVE ALLIANCE FOR

CARECARE

http://www.fundwildliferefuges.com
http://www.fundwildliferefuges.com
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REFUGE WEEK

Refuge Friends 

In collaboration with the Coalition of Refuge Friends and 
Advocates, the Refuge Association conducted a series of 
twelve impactful webinars tailored for Refuge Friends. These 

sessions aimed to strengthen connections among Friends, foster 
a vibrant community of shared knowledge and passion, and 
covered advocacy, event planning, social media, justice, diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. 

Our commitment extended beyond webinars. Each year, the 
Refuge Association honors exceptional dedication with the 

O’Brien Prize, exemplified by the 2023 winner, Friends of Haystack 
Rock National Wildlife Refuge, for their Midtown Interpretive Kiosk 
project. Additionally, we were the proud nonprofit partner of the 
National Friends Workshop, a three-day workshop held at the 
National Conservation Training Center, West Virginia, for Friends 
Board of Directors and members, USFWS liaisons, project lead-
ers, and regional employees. We were happy to work alongside 
USFWS to contribute a collaborative space for Friends groups to 
share best practices and shape the future of refuge advocacy.

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

Promoting

N ational Wildlife Refuge Week (Refuge Week), observed the second full week of 
October each year, celebrates the incredible network of lands and waters that 
conserve and protect America’s precious wildlife heritage. Beginning in 2022, 

the Refuge Association has prepared and broadly distributed a social media toolkit 
to help supporters and congressional offices uplift the Refuge System during 
Refuge Week and raise awareness about its fundamental values and benefits. 
The toolkit contains guidance such as sample social media posts, hashtags, 
and multiple infographics, each highlighting a different value of the Refuge 
System. It also includes additional information on specific actions supporters 
and congressional members can take to support Refuge Week and the Refuge 
System overall.

In 2023, the Refuge Association revamped the toolkit to help celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Endangered Species Act by featuring an endangered spe-
cies supported by the Refuge System on nearly every infographic, with additional 
infographics created to amplify the role refuges have in recovering those species. 
Overall, we saw extensive usage of our toolkit on social media during Refuge Week 
from diverse national organizations, bipartisan congressional offices, Refuge Friends, and 
many other entities in 2023.

Bobcat | Gary Kramer, USFWS
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S ince 2017, the Urban Wildlife Refuge Program has grown to include three full-time staff members working in 
Southern California, South Florida, and New Jersey to deliver community-based programs beyond wildlife refuge 
borders. Partnership specialists work closely with refuge staff, Friends, and other stakeholders to identify priorities 

and develop and expand projects and events to engage people of all ages in nature and conservation.

In South Florida, accessible environmental stewardship and edu-
cation took a big step forward. The Pocket Wildlife Refuge project 
has expanded and will add six new locations around Palm Beach 
County in 2024. Staff also obtained a $50,000 grant to pilot a 
summer camp to introduce students to hands-on experiences at 
Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge and 
inspire them to consider conservation careers. Participants will 
meet working professionals, gain skills in outdoor recreation, 
and visit additional coastal ecosystems like Hobe Sound National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Up north, our newest specialist began work at Lenape National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex and dove in to help urban part-
ners launch Monarch Pledge programs in Elizabeth, NJ, and 
Phillipsburg, NJ, obtaining commitments to preserve vital monarch 
butterfly habitat. Community conservation programs took place 
throughout the year, including habitat improvement along the 
Elizabeth River Trail, various outdoor recreation programs, including archery and kayaking, and installing a rain garden at Phil 
Rizzuto Public Park. Across the state line, Refuge Association staff also took part in planning the planting of 350 trees in Dobbs 
Ferry, NY, and delivering archery lessons while sharing information about the importance of wildlife refuges and conservation.

2023 was an exciting and busy year for the program, but there is a lot of potential for further growth. We look forward to 
expanding to additional regions around the country to facilitate better community connections with urban national wildlife 
refuges in 2024.

URBAN WILDLIFE REFUGE PROGRAM 

Red Wolf Mural

The Refuge Association is proud to have funded the Red 
Wolf Mural Project, a stunning work of art that celebrates 
the beauty and importance of the red wolf, one of the 

most endangered species in the world. In addition to funding, we 

were excited to create a video documenting the mural’s progress 

and its space in the community to advocate for Red Wolf protec-

tion. The video, expertly capturing the mural’s creation, became a 

testament to the profound connection between the red wolf and 
the pivotal role Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge, in North 
Carolina, plays in the conservation of the species.

This collaborative endeavor, featuring Weiler Woods for Wildlife, Matt 
Willey (The Good of The Hive — muralist), and numerous partners 
and volunteers, significantly raised awareness about the endangered 
red wolf and fostered meaningful community engagement.
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A community planting at one of the Pocket Refuges in South Florida | Liz Figueroa, Refuge Association
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T he National Wildlife Refuge Association dedicated its efforts throughout 2023 to comprehensive 
planning, outreach, and land protection in the Greater Everglades and Southwest Florida. A key 
initiative was the establishment of the Everglades to Gulf Conservation Area. Collaborating 

with the Florida Conservation Group (FCG) and the University of Florida Center for Landscape 
Conservation Planning, we provided scientific foundations, led stakeholder and outreach efforts, 
and secured funding. This groundbreaking project identifies a 4-million-acre region in Southwest 
and South-Central Florida, aiming to protect threatened natural communities, wildlife species, and 
working landscapes. The proposed conservation area addresses challenges of rapid population growth, 
land use intensification, and climate change in Southwest Florida. Our advocacy and outreach efforts 
engaged various stakeholders and communities, facilitating large stakeholder meetings and presenting 
land protection projects totaling over 60,000 acres. 

This year, seven land protection projects in the Myakka, Peace River, and Lake Okeechobee Watersheds were 
approved, totaling over 12,000 acres. Under the Rural and Family Lands Protection Program and the Florida Forever Program, 
these projects ensure the permanent protection of crucial natural and working lands in Southern Florida. Notable projects include 
Flint Properties, Four ‘L’s Ranch, Keen Ranch, Charlie Creek, Doyle Carlton III River Property, Ryals Citrus and Cattle, and Big 
Slough and J Bar C Ranches. These efforts contribute significantly to Florida’s land and water conservation goals, safeguarding the 
region’s ecological treasures for future generations.

FLORIDA

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

Enhancing

Puerto Rico

In Puerto Rico, we were on a mission to safeguard leatherback 
turtles and their critical nesting beaches. We identified three 
beaches as crucial havens and proposed them as protected 

spaces. In our efforts to protect these special beaches, we worked 
on restoring them after the damage caused by Hurricane Fiona 
and other disruptions. The restoration included fixing the dam-
aged signs and barricades and ensuring these beaches remain 
vibrant and safe for all visitors.

In the community, we successfully switched 128 beachfront 

properties to turtle-friendly lights, and we showcased this 
work at an international sea turtle event in Colombia. In addi-
tion, we transformed regular lighting on Vieques Island and 
Ponce beaches, creating clear paths for turtles after laying 
eggs. Teaming up with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
we removed feral dogs and cats from nesting beaches, a big 
step in keeping the turtles’ homes secure. And with friends in 
Yabucoa, we restored Guayanés beach, highlighting the crucial 
teamwork between municipalities and federal agencies to 
ensure these turtles and their homes thrived in Puerto Rico.

 2023 Wildlife Refuge

AAWARDSS

Florida Grasshopper Sparrow | Karen Parker, F
W

C

Sp
ot

te
d 

se
al

 | 
Pe

te
r P

ea
rs

al
l, 

U
SF

W
S



 NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE ASSOCIATION  •  2023 ANNUAL REPORT    9

This year, on September 26th, the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association hosted the 2023 Wildlife Refuge Awards cere-
mony and celebration, which was held both in-person and 
virtually to celebrate the outstanding conservation man-
agement skills and volunteer leadership found throughout 
the National Wildlife Refuge System. The awardees and their 
accomplishments are an inspiration to all refuge supporters. 
The event honored the following award recipients:

FY2023* 

Awards 
Event 
Sponsors
Alaska Wilderness League

Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums

Audubon

Carl & Kathy Woodward

Defenders of Wildlife

Ducks Unlimited

James F. McClelland III

Rebecca Rubin - Nature First, 
LLC

Richard Remmer

Janice Erich & Rob Morgan

The Conservation Fund

The Nature Conservancy

The Wilderness Society

Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service— National Wildlife 
Refuge System

Wilmer Hale

A Very Special Thank You To 
Our Polar Bear Sponsor

Expenses: $2,213,504** Revenue: $2,135,000 

● Government

● Individuals

●  Foundations and 
Corporations

● Special Events

● Investment

● Other

● Program

● Management

● Fundraising

  * July 1, 2022–June 30, 2023 FY2023
** Other means of cash used to meet expenses

 2023 Wildlife Refuge

AAWARDSS
REBEKAH P. MARTIN
Paul Kroegel Award – Refuge 
Manager of the Year, Coastal North 
Carolina National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex, North Carolina

BRAD PENDLEY
Refuge Employee of the Year, Mingo 
National Wildlife Refuge, Missouri

MARK ACKERMAN &  
JOYCE ATKINSON
Refuge Volunteers of the Year, 
Arapaho National Wildlife Refuge, 
Colorado; Desert National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex, Nevada; and 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, 
Oregon

FRIENDS OF OTTAWA 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE
Molly Krival – Refuge Friends Group 
of the Year, Ottawa National Wildlife 
Refuge, Ohio

National Wildlife Refuge Association



]Thank You
To All Who Supported the National Wildlife 

Refuge Association’s Mission in FY2023
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Individual 
Donors

$15,000+

John and Donna Martin
James F. McClelland III
Robert Morgan and Janice 

Erich
Carl and Kathy Woodward

$5,000 - $14,999

Michael and Terry Baldwin
Josephine Bayard
Gail Carmody*
Randell and Rebecca Doane
Marshall Field V
Jessie M. Harris
Ann Harvey and Mike Campbell
Geoffrey L. Haskett*
Mina Hyman
Marge Kolar
Nancy Marshall*
Katharine O’Brien
Bill Oppenheim
Gray and Marlene Payne
David and Gigi Priebe
Richard Remmer
Larry and Andrea Ross
Caesar and Peggy Sweitzer
Charles W. Wilkinson
Andrew and Melissa Woolford
Chris Wright

$2,500 - $4,999

Hamid and Sharon Bean
William and Marianne 

Buchanan
John and Patricia Case
Adrienne Coffin
Jock Conyngham
Robert and Kristine Frisbie
Robert J. Garry
Lisa Goldman
Susan D. Haseltine
Joseph Pubillones Inc.
Julie Kime
Nicholas Lapham
Angus Littlejohn
Dack and Hilary Patriarca

John and Nuri Pierce*
Rob and Kit Rohn
Jeff and Gina Sabean
Nancy B. Soulette

$1,000 - $2,499

Cindy Anderson
Jonathan M. Andrew*
Edward Barrios
Sally Benson
Abraham and Dianne Bernstein
Michael F. Boylan
Erik Brown
James Brown Jr.
Michael R. and Janet C. Bryant
Timothy Burke
Annie O’H. Burleigh
Susan M. Bycraft
Nancy Calltharp
Suzanne Cameron
Morne Coetzer
Richard and Dragana 

Connaughton
Dwight Cooley
Sarah Delaney
Dawn Dickson
Kelly Doherty
Helen M. Dunlap
Louise Dunn
Edward and Linda Dweck
George Elmore and Marti 

LaTour
Susan Etherton
Wildred Finnegan
Kim A. Forrest
Tom Goettel
Deborah Goldenhersh
Arlette Gordon
Beg Gregg and Ann Timberlake
Shelly Hall
Cheryl Hart*
Philip T. Johnson
Jeanne Kanders
Christine B. Knisely
John and Kathleen Koons
KSL Capital Partners
Kenneth and Patricia Kupchak*
Mary Ann Lawler
William Lawrence and Patricia 

Hankins

Cameron Lickle and Linqing 
Yang

Adriana Luchechko
Daniel Malkoun
Elaine Meier and Jeffrey 

Cohen*
Susan J. Miller
Michael and Cannella Mullins
Timothy J. and Monique 

Nelligan
Jeffrey Oyler
Paul Phillips
Thomas Prall and Nancy 

Gilbertson
David and Marga Raskin
Cheryl Rau
Judi Regal
Richard D. Rawley Living Trust
Patricia Riley
Rebecca R. Rubin and Harold 

Lee Halterman
Janne H. Rumbough
Claudia J. Sands
Patricia Sans and Sherman 

Goodrich
Thomas Schooley and Sheila 

McCartan
Judith Schrafft
Sheila Schwartz
Paul and Elizabeth Shiverick
Robert Slater
Lesly Smith
Henry and Susan Smythe
Jim and Donna Stone
David and Rita Sullivan
Katherine Summers
Bernard Sussman
Brooks Tanner
Donald Todorich
Phyllis L. Verducci
Lucy Waletzky
Meredith Williams
Mary Willis
Sheryl Wood

$500 - $999

Marco Aguilar and Missy 
Branson

Charles and Leslie Anderson
Daniel and Barbara Ashe
Matthew Bass*

Diane Buhler
Katherine Carpenter
Christina Clayton and Stanley 

Kolber
Larry Cole and Sally Howe
Anita Cosgrove
Carla Cove
Richard E. Curtis
Richard Day
Mary C. Decker
John and Joanne Duetsch
Karen Duncan*
Bill Einstein
Steve and Martha Ellis
Matthew and Erin Everitt
Danny and Debra Farley
John and Becky Faunce
David Fiedler
Robert B. Fiske, Jr.
Ann Fourtner
Carla Garbin*
Thomas Garden
Constance N. Gehrt and 

Kathryn Ruiz*
Diana Hadley
Layne Hamilton
Tom Heath
Anna Hill
William C. Hunter
Robert Karges
Lisa Kau
Robert S. Keeley
John Kern
Jean Keskulla and George 

Stalker
Steven G. Kohl
Jim and Tricia Kurth
Emily J. Lott*
Ian and Elizabeth MacCallum
Stephen MacKenzie
Harvey and Janet Manchester
Stuart J. Marcus
Randall Marshall
Gail Mayo
David and Nicki McDonald
John and Elinor McKenna
Joe and Tracy Merrill
Marc Meyer
Heather Miller
Mark and Linda Musaus

Jim and Mary Neal*
James and Judith Nelson
Carey O’Donnell
Anne Olson
William J. and Janet L. Johnson
Joan Patterson
Robert and Diane Peck
Charles and Sylvia Pelizza
Brian and Courtney Phelan
Lisa Podolsky
Dan Sakura
Donald and Karen Schefmeyer
Peter and Diane Schmidt-

Fellner
Barney and Barb Schranck
Jeffrey and Tami Smith
Nancy Stegens
Joan Sterrenburg
Kerry Stevens
Deborah G. Steward*
Dan P. Stinnett
Susan Teegardin
Robert and Caroline Thomas
Elizabeth Thompson
Gary and Sandra Tucker
Renee Lorraine Verrier
Mary Weiler
Deborah L. Williams
Daniel Zenkel
Peter and Jo Ziesing

Refuge Friends 
Groups

$25,000+

“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society

$5,000 - $14,999

Friends of the Wichitas

$1,000 - $4,999

Friends of Alaska NWRs
Friends of Great Swamp NWR
Friends of Neal Smith National 

Wildlife Refuge
Friends of Pool 9
Friends of Prime Hook NWR
Friends of the Arthur R. 

Marshall Loxahatchee NWR
Friends of the Wildlife Corridor

Less than $1,000

Amigos de la Sevilleta
Columbia Gorge Refuge 

Stewards
Florida Keys Wildlife Society
Friends of Aroostook NWR
Friends of Black Bayou Lake 

NWR
Friends of Bosque del Apache 

NWR
Friends of California Condors 

Wild & Free
Friends of Cherry Valley NWR
Friends of Crystal River 

National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex, Inc.

Friends of Deer Flat NWR
Friends of Haystack Rock
Friends of Horicon NWR
Friends of Loess Bluff NWR
Friends of Louisiana Wildlife 

Refuges
Friends of Maine Coastal 

Islands NWR
Friends of Malheur NWR
Friends of Mashpee NWR
Friends of Midway Atoll NWR
Friends of Monomoy NWR
Friends of Parker River NWR
Friends of Patuxent
Friends of Quivira NWR
Friends of Rice Lake NWR
Friends of Seal Beach
Friends of Stone Lakes NWR
Friends of Tamarac NWR
Friends of the 500th 
Friends of the Clarks River 

Refuge
Friends of the Little Pend 

Oreille NWR
Friends of the Lower Suwannee 

and Cedar Keys Refuges
Friends of the Missisquoi NWR
Friends of the National Wildlife 

Refuges of Rhode Island
Friends of the Ohio River 

Islands NWR, Inc.
Friends of the Patoka River 

NWR
Friends of the Refuge - 

Mississippi River Pools 7 & 8
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*Wildlife Refuge GEM (Monthly Donor)
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EXECUTIVE STAFF

Geoffrey L. Haskett, President
Marco Aguilar, Chief Operating Officer

Courtney Phelan, Director of 
Development

STAFF

Jessica Castro-Prieto, PhD, Caribbean 
Conservation Coordinator

Lucy Crespo, Urban Wildlife Refuge 
Program, Northeast, Urban 
Community Engagement Specialist

Liz Figueroa, Urban Wildlife Refuge 
Program, South Florida, Regional 
Partnership Specialist

Debbie Harwood, Office Manager

Angie Horn, Urban Wildlife Refuge 
Program, Director

Anna Lee, Conservation Programs, 
Biological Science Technician, Bitter 
Lake NWR

Libby Marking, Director Government 
Affairs & Public Policy

Julie Morris, Conservation Programs, 
Florida and Gulf Coast Programs 
Manager

Eden Taylor, Communications Manager

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Jon Andrew, Florida Refuge Liaison

Mike Boylan, Regional Representative, 
Alaska

Mike Bryant, Conservation Consultant, 
North Carolina and South Carolina

Gary Montoya, Regional Representative, 
Southwest

Howard Phillips, Regional Representative, 
North Carolina and South Carolina

David Raskin, Alaska Conservation 
Consultant

Jan Taylor, Regional Representative, 
Northeast

STAFF

INTERNS

Caitlyn Abragan, Development Intern
Josh Boynton, Development Intern
Ester Fonseca, Policy Intern

CONSULTANTS

Karla Maldonado, Financial Consultant 
Cissy Russell, Graphic Designer

SPECIAL THANK YOU

Coalition of Refuge Friends and Advocates — Team

*Members who left the board during FY23 **Members elected to the board in FY23

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

Chair E. Gray Payne
Vice Chair Lynn Scarlett

Secretary **Cheryl Hart
Treasurer James F. McClelland III

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 *Dan Ashe
   Michael J. Baldwin
   Ed Barrios

**Angela Benton
   Rena Borkhataria
   Gail Carmody

**Ben Gregg
   Wayne Hubbard
   Jim Kurth

   Nancy Marshall
   Elaine Meier
   Robert Morgan
 *Sylvia Pelizza
   Richard Remmer
 *Steven Quarles

**Michael Théard
   Carl Woodward
   S. Elwood York, Jr.

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Dan Ashe
Tom Goettel
Marc Meyer
Mark Musaus

Glenn Olson
Mamie Parker
Candace Tamposi
Andrew Woolford

LEGAL COUNSEL

Steve Quarles — Environmental Counsel Rob Morgan — General Counsel

Friends of the San Luis 
Valley NWRs

Friends of the Swan Lake 
NWR

Friends of the Tampa Bay 
NWRs

Friends of the Tualatin 
River NWRC

Friends of Trempealeau 
Refuge

Friends of Trinity River 
NWR

Friends of Wertheim NWR
Henderson Feathers
Muscatatuck Wildlife 

Society
Sandhills Prairie Refuge 

Association

Wildlife 
Refuge GEMs 
(Monthly)
Lynn Abbey
Jonathan M. Andrew
Greg Bargmann
Matthew Bass
Angela Begosh
Vernon Bessey
Elizabeth Bishop
Randall Blazick
Susan Bowen
Slader Buck
Gail Carmody
Jean Carrigan
Kyle Chelius
Jean Clayton
Wendi Craig
Bryan and Corrinne 

Crawford
Laura Degolier
George Demetropolis
Nathan Dias
Sheri Dollin
Harold Draper
Tassi Duffner
Karen Duncan
Helen Dunlap
Lorraine Ellison
Kathleen Emry-Mefferd
Judy Fair-Spaulding
Scott Finley
Carol Fletez
Douglas Forsell
Jennifer Forshey
Jimmy Fox
Friends of the Wichitas
Carla Garbin
John Garrett
Constance N. Gehrt and 

Kathryn Ruiz
Tim Glover
Kathleen Granillo

Kathleen Guinnane
Cheryl Hart
Geoffrey L. Haskett
James Holler
Lorraine Hood
Jeanette Hunkins
Kathy Kaffenberger
Noah Kahn
Andrew Kraczkiewicz
Kenneth and Patricia 

Kupchak
Colleen Kydd-Sumberg
Dale Lambert
Donna Lizut
Emily J. Lott
Lilly Marie Loveland
Bruce Low
Mike and Rita Mahaffa
Joshua Malbin
Martha Marks
Nancy Marshall
Patricia Matthews
Elaine Meier and Jeffrey 

Cohen
Sonja Mendoza
Jim and Mary Neal
Robert Newman
Philip Norton
Judith O’Neale
Michael Pareds
Brian and Courtney Phelan
John and Nuri Pierce
Richard Pilgrim
Kathleen Przbylski
Corliss Rice
Diana Seidel
Chuck Sexton
Richard Shields
Mason Sieges
Ann Smith
Bettina Sparrowe
Donna Stanek
Deborah G. Steward
Glenn Stover
Peter Weil
Mary Weiler
Elizabeth Wilkes
Pat Wilson

Grants & 
Donations
Anonymous
Creative Waves Foundation
Eric Friedheim Foundation
Florida Power and Light
Foundation for 

Sustainability and 
Innovation

Great Swamp Watershed 
Association

Helen Clay Frick 
Foundation

Malcolm C. Damuth 
Foundation

McClelland Family 
Foundation

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

New Canaan Private 
Medicine, PC

Orange County 
Community Foundation

Sharkey Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Sustainable Growth 
Advisers

Terraventures Real Estate
The Dante Moreira Gilver 

Fund
The Kessler Family 

Foundation
Triangle Community 

Foundation, Inc.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service

Combined 
Federal 
Campaign
Aaron Archibeque
Michele Burgess
Norma Corona
John Cornely
William Craft
Kevin DesRoberts
Lisa Dickinson
Peter Dratch
Carol Goetz
Kyla Hastie
Kenneth Hittel
Deborah Holle
Lisa LaPlant
Andre Loranger
Noreen Mastascusa
Frank Muth
Ducky Nguyen
Melissa Patronella
Carolyn Paurowski
Reginald Reinsenbichler
Thomas Roster
Kari Schramke
Karrie Schwaab
Evan Sloop
Stella Tea
Trina Walsh
John Weber
Den Whitfield
Michelle Willoughby
Andrew Yuen
Our thanks also to those 

CFC donors who chose 
to remain anonymous
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1701 K Street NW, Suite 550

Washington, DC 20006

Help Protect, Promote, and Enhance Our National Wildlife Refuges!  
Visit refugeassociation.org | CFC #10076

For 48 years, the National Wildlife Refuge Association 

has been the voice of the National Wildlife Refuge System 

Annual
Report
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