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National wildlife refuges provide sanctuary not just for wildlife,  
but for people too. 

All across our country Americans are seeking out refuge 
in nature. People are looking for a connection to nature 

through wildlife watching, hiking, hunting, fishing, and 
schools are looking for ways to bring nature to children in 

the classroom.

The National Wildlife Refuge 
System is absolutely the best 
system of public lands in the 

country for connecting people 
with nature.

Within 30 minutes of nearly every 
major city in the United States there 

is a national wildlife refuge waiting to be 
discovered and explored. National wildlife 

refuges not only provide the opportunity 
for people to connect with nature closer 

to their homes but, in so doing, have 
them become an integral part of 
their local community

Yet these national wildlife  
refuges are in jeopardy. 

•  Many people do not know what a 
national wildlife refuge is! That’s why 
we must promote national wildlife 
refuges to the public. 

•  Our national wildlife refuges are severely underfunded and 
understaffed. We must protect them from losing their 
ability to manage wildlife and habitat. 

•  Our efforts to enhance our National Wildlife Refuge 
System target increasing the effectiveness of existing ref-
uges and expanding refuge oversight to include lands and 
waters that will intensify success in meeting their mission.

Building strong stewardship for national wildlife 
refuges will ensure effective advocacy for the 
wildlife and habitat we hold dear. 

Our Urban Wildlife Refuge Program and our partnerships with 
Refuge Friends groups highlight our commitment to reach out 
and strengthen current and future stewards of our country’s 
natural heritage. 

With your help we are creating a community  
of national wildlife refuge supporters that will bat-
tle threats to our National Wildlife Refuge System. 

We are so thankful for your support, not only of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, but also of the National 
Wildlife Refuge Association whose sole mission is to protect, 
promote and enhance it.

Sincerely,

Geoffrey L. Haskett, President
Michael J. Baldwin, Board Chair

Geof rey L. Haskett, President
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A non-profit conservation organization founded in 1975 by retired U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
refuge managers, the National Wildlife Refuge Association is solely dedicated to protecting, 
promoting, and enhancing the National Wildlife Refuge System, the world’s largest system of 
lands and waters set aside for wildlife conservation. The Refuge Association works in partnership 
with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Refuge Friends organizations, sportsmen and women, farmers and ranchers, 
students, urban constituencies, and other conservation organizations.

Our mission is to conserve America’s wildlife heritage for future generations through strategic programs that 
protect, promote, and enhance the National Wildlife Refuge System and the landscapes beyond its boundaries.

Who We Are

M
ichael J. Baldwin, Board Chair 
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Protecting
THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

Increased Funding For The National Wildlife Refuge System

Our major advocacy goal is to increase funding for the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, which has been critically 

underfunded for well over a decade. We were very excited to see 
that the President’s Budget Request in each of the last three years 
has been higher — a step in the right direction, although not 
nearly enough. The Administration is now requesting nearly $600 
million in funding for the Refuge System, about a 13% increase 
over current enacted funding. We are advocating for an even 
higher number when the next budget is released in Spring 2023.

The Refuge Association, Refuge Friends Groups, and partner 
conservation organizations have launched a campaign for 
Congress to fund the Refuge System at least at $712 million in 
FY2023. Refuges have lost nearly 1,000 staff in the last decade 
(a 20% drop), and almost all refuges are “complexed” in groups 
with 2-6 other refuges — a strategy implemented to deal with 
impossibly low budgets. In those complexes, often only one ref-
uge is staffed and the rest see minimal support. We are working 
to increase funding to a more sustainable level.

CLIMATE CHANGE

All of us are seeing climate changing in real time. From the 
melting permafrost in Alaska, to the seawater incursions 

along our coasts, to the increased zoonotic diseases impacting 
wildlife, it is becoming increasingly clear that the National Wildlife 
Refuge System must adapt to these changing conditions in order 
to provide safe havens and migration corridors for animals. 

Since many national wildlife refuges are scattered in isolated 
pockets, we are focused on increasing wildlife corridors for 

land-based animal movement and on the acquisition of refuge 
lands in areas that could expand the viability of current habitat 
and provide future habitat as wildlife populations shift north to 
cooler climates. The National Wildlife Refuge System has a large 
role to play in the survival of wildlife species as ecosystems shift 
and people and animals respond by moving to more hospitable 
landscapes. We are working with Congress and the Administration 
to facilitate the Refuge System’s ability to adapt. 
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PROTECTING OKEFENOKEE 
SWAMP FROM A MINING 
OPERATION

The open pit titanium mine proposed for land immedi-
ately adjacent to Okefenokee NWR in Georgia and Florida 

has been held of for now thanks to the work of the Refuge 
Association and many other partners in the Okefenokee 
Protection Alliance. Our principal concern is damage to the 
aquifer, lowering the water level in the Okefenokee Swamp 
and fundamentally altering its ecology. Although no work 
has yet begun on this mine, the battle is far from over. Legal 
arguments are underway to establish the extent of wetlands 
at the mining site. In the meantime, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers was tasked with evaluating the impacts of the 
mine and assuring consultation with Native American tribes. 
This case has the potential to greatly reduce protections for 
our country’s wetlands. We will remain watchful to assure 
that such an ill-considered project never comes to pass. 

For more information see: protectokefenokee.org.

Taking A Stand On Toxic Lead 
Ammunition & Tackle

The National Wildlife Refuge Association raised awareness 
and organized public comments in support of the phase out 

of lead ammunition and fishing tackle on certain national wild-
life refuge lands in the Northeast as well as a phase out of lead 
on new lands of the National Wildlife Refuge System.

4    2022 ANNUAL REPORT • NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE ASSOCIATION 

Stopping A Road Through Izembek 
National Wildlife Refuge

We continue to participate in a lawsuit to protect Izembek 
National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska from installation of a 

roadway through sensitive wetlands between villages on either 
side of the isthmus. We are also involved in conversations with 
the Department of the Interior advocating for the continued 
protection of this vital wilderness that is essential to the migra-
tion of birds from all over the world. 

http://www.protectokefenokee.org
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Refuge Friends 

In partnership with the Coalition of Refuge Friends and 
Advocates, (CORFA) the National Wildlife Refuge 

Association delivered twelve webinars for Refuge Friends 
groups. Topics ranged from quarterly advocacy updates and 
other advocacy related topics, insurance for Refuge Friends 
groups, website accessibility, land acquisition, and President 

Biden’s FY2023 Budget Request. We strive to connect Refuge 
Friends with each other, help them be better advocates for their 
refuge and the Refuge System as a whole, and provide valuable 
information to grow their Friends Group. If you would like to 
receive information about our monthly webinars, please go to: 
www.refugeassociation.org/refuge-friends-mailing-list. 

Sp
ot

te
d 

sa
nd

pi
pe

r a
t B

ig
 S

to
ne

 N
W

R,
 M

N
 | 

M
ik

e 
Bu

dd
/U

SF
W

S

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

Promoting

URBAN WILDLIFE REFUGE PROGRAM 

Since 2021, the Urban Program has expanded beyond Southern 
California to include Florida and New Jersey, and benefited thousands 

of people through webinars, events, and workforce development. In 
Southern California, a major schoolyard habitat project moved into the 

design phase. When completed it will provide an outdoor classroom 
and laboratory for generations for students. Through a new part-
nership with the Conservation Corps of Long Beach, five young 
adults were recruited to be the first ever crew to work at Seal Beach 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

In 2022, the program added Liz Figueroa to the team as the South 
Florida Regional Partnership Specialist working with Arthur R. 
Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge to bring conser-

vation education and programs to greater Miami and Palm Beach 
County. The Urban team recently hired a new partnership specialist, 

Lucy Crespo, to work in Elizabeth, NJ and expand the eforts of the 
Lenape National Wildlife Refuge Complex. We look forward to adding 

more specialists in more locations around the country to facilitate better 
community connections with urban national wildlife refuges in 2023.

Visitors looking at vegetation at Back Bay NWR | USFWS

http://www.refugeassociation.org/refuge-friends-mailing-list
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Interpretative Signs For A Popular 
National Wildlife Refuge In Rhode 
Island 

The National Wildlife Refuge Association developed inter-
pretative panels for Block Island Refuge in Rhode Island to 

highlight the essential habitat provided for piping plovers and 
other migrating birds. 
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YOUNG AMBASSADORS

The National Wildlife Refuge System needs ambassa-
dors of all ages, backgrounds, and interests. Our Young 

Ambassadors (YA) 
Program builds on 
the enthusiasm and 
energy that young 
people already have 
for the environment 
and shows them how the Refuge System ofers a wide variety 
of wildlife and habitat and how they can learn more and help 
spread the word. 

We collaborate with Refuge Friends groups, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service refuge staf, volunteers, and wildlife enthusi-
asts to host live events to create short refuge-specific videos 
to post on social media to showcase national wildlife refuges. 
Over the past year, the YA Program connected with more than 
50,000 young people through Instagram and TikTok! Through 
these events and resulting videos, fans of wildlife learn about 
the importance of national wildlife refuges to the species that 
call them home, and about the availability of recreational 
opportunities on refuges throughout the United States.

Young Ambassadors
Social Justice Committee
The National Wildlife Refuge Association believes that the 
Refuge System belongs to every American. Everyone is entitled 
to feel safe everywhere in this country, without fear of being 
harmed because of the color of their skin. Racism, bigotry, and 
hatred have no place within our organization or culture. 

This year we continued important work through our Social 
Justice Committee mostly focusing on internal measures we 
could take. This included National Wildlife Refuge Association 
board and staff training on diversity, equity, and inclusion prin-
cipals and revising organizational policies that had inadvertently 
limited participation and caused barriers. 



 NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE ASSOCIATION  •  2022 ANNUAL REPORT    7

Fl
or

id
a 

Pa
nt

he
r |

 L
ar

ry
 R

ic
ha

rd
so

n/
U

SF
W

S

Panthers And Sparrows In Florida

The National Wildlife Refuge Association has been active 
on the ground in the Greater Everglades Ecosystem and 

Southwest Florida for many years, directly benefiting several 
national wildlife refuges and the landscapes surrounding and 
connecting them. Our work in outreach, conservation science 
and land protection has achieved significant conservation gains 
including increased conservation funding and the permanent 
protection of thousands of additional acres. To secure funding 
for this vital landscape, we develop the science to identify the 
most important lands and we work with landowners to protect 
the most ecologically significant landscapes in southern Florida. 

Our efforts over the past 4 years on the 6200-acre Corrigan 
Ranch have come to fruition. We have facilitated a state and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service funding partnership to perma-
nently protect this high-quality property. Bordering on the 
Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park, Corrigan Ranch contains 
both upland and wetland habitat, including some of the last 
remaining unprotected Florida dry prairie habitat. Our work 
also resulted in the discovery of the largest remaining popula-
tion of the Florida grasshopper sparrow, the most endangered 
bird species in the continental United States. This property will 
now be managed for Florida grasshopper sparrows and other 
wildlife along with compatible recreational opportunities.

Working with our partners 
at University of Florida 
Center for Landscape 
Conservation Planning 
(UF), we are devel-
oping a number of 
analyses and initiatives 
essential for achieving 
our Florida wildlife and 
water conservation goals 
through the protection of 
important wildlife habitat and 
water resources. We recently completed 
a Southwest Florida Landscape Conservation Design through 
collaboration between UF, Florida Conservation Group and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This project includes the 
watersheds important for protecting and restoring the Charlotte 
Harbor National Estuary as well as the “Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge, Matlacha National Wildlife Refuge, and 
Pine Island National Wildlife Refuge. The analysis has also 
identified areas most important for restoring a Florida panther 
population in south-central and southwest Florida north of the 
Caloosahatchee River.

Grasshopper Sparrow | RobGraham

THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

Enhancing



Sea Turtles In Puerto Rico 

The National Wildlife Refuge Association’s 
Puerto Rico sea turtle project has made major 

advances in restoration activities by reducing threats 
in the most important nesting beaches.

The National Wildlife Refuge Association contin-
ued to strengthen the collaboration and effective 
communication with local conservation partners 
and sea turtle community groups on light pollu-
tion mitigation. An important outcome was the 
lighting retrofit to the Pine Grove condominium, 
which included design of the plan, purchase of 
lights, arranging for shipping and delivery, and 
ongoing installation, which was achieved through 
collaboration with multiple stakeholders includ-
ing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Puerto 
Rico’s Department of Natural and Environmental 
Resources, the Homeowner Association of the 
Condominium, and Chelonia Inc. Another import-
ant outcome was the demonstration of the capacity 
of the project’s greenhouse to supply enough mate-
rial for reforestation projects in nesting beaches by producing more than 1,000 plants annually.

We completed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between local sea turtle community groups, Chelonia, and the 
Municipality of San Juan — an important step towards the development of restoration projects on nesting beaches in the capital city. 
Through this MOU, the Municipality of San Juan commits to supporting and assisting our project on mitigation actions conducted 
for reducing threats at San Juan’s nesting beaches. In addition, we accomplished the restoration of nesting habitat in Playa Lucia 
(municipality of Yabucoa) through the construction of 260 feet of barricade, reforestation, and inclusion of all properties in the 
ongoing lighting retrofit program.

RED WOLVES IN NORTH CAROLINA

With a grant from the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association, Wildlands Network continued 

to bolster the red wolf recovery eforts on and 
around Alligator River and Pocosin Lakes 
national wildlife refuges in eastern North 
Carolina through advocacy focused on local 
and statewide awareness to increase commu-
nity tolerance and reduce road mortality of 
this endangered species.

Our work with Catawba College in eastern 
North Carolina continued this year with the 
development of project proposals for prospective 
internships working at North Carolina national wild-
life refuges. Two potential projects at Pocosin Lakes NWR are 1) 
helping with management and monitoring of over 37,000 acres of 
restored pocosin wetlands and/or 2) monitoring small game and 
neotropical migratory bird population changes in hundreds of 

acres of firebreaks that the refuge is reclaiming for fire 
management purposes. Both projects are critical 

to meeting the mission and purpose of Pocosin 
Lakes refuge. 

Restored pocosin wetlands provide habitat 
for a diverse array of wildlife including 
black bear, deer, otter, mink, many species 
of reptiles and amphibians, raptors, and 

neotropical migratory birds, and even wild 
turkey. Restoration includes rewetting peat 

soils, which helps prevent the frequency and 
intensity of wildfires and sequesters vast amounts 

of carbon that helps reduce the impact of climate 
change. The refuge is reclaiming firebreaks by removing rank, 

woody growth to create a fire “defensible space” as well as early 
successional habitat for the small game prey base for endangered 
red wolves. 

Le
at

he
r B

ac
k 

| U
SF

W
S

Adult female red wolf #2225 | USFWS
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This year on September 14th, we hosted our 2022 Wildlife Refuge Awards event, 
which was held both in-person and virtually, to celebrate the outstanding conser-

vation management skills and volunteer leadership found throughout the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. The awardees and their accomplishments are an inspiration 
to all refuge supporters. The event honored the following award recipients:

FY2022* 

Awards Event 
Sponsors
Alaska Wilderness League

Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums

Audubon

Carl and Kathy Woodward

Defenders of Wildlife

Ducks Unlimited

James F. McClelland III

Lynn Scarlett

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

Preserve Plum Island 
Coalition

Rebecca Rubin and Lee 
Halterman

Rob Morgan and Janice Erich

The Conservation Fund

The Nature Conservancy

The Wilderness Society

Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership

Trinchera Blanca Foundation 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service— National Wildlife 
Refuge System

NWRA

2022 Refuge Association Awards

MICHAEL JOHNSON 
Paul Kroegel – Refuge 
Manager of the Year 

Clarks River and Green River 
National Wildlife Refuges, 
Kentucky

RODNEY “ROD” COLVIN 
Refuge Volunteer of the Year 

Ash Meadows National Wildlife 
Refuge and Ash Meadows Fish 
Conservation Facility, Nevada

FEDERAL WILDLIFE 
OFFICER ROBERT 
PELOQUIN 
Refuge Employee of the Year

Desert National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex, Nevada

FRIENDS OF SEAL 
BEACH NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE 
Molly Krival – Refuge 
Friends Group of the Year 

Southern California

DAVID RASKIN 
Refuge Advocate 

Alaska’s National Wildlife 
Refuges

A Very Special Thank You To 
Our Polar Bear Sponsors

Expenses: $2,106,966 Revenue: $2,341,683 

●  Foundations  
and Corporations

● Individuals

● Other

● Government

● Special Events

● Investment

July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 FY2022

● Program

● Management

● Fundraising



Individual 
Donors

$15,000 - $49,999
William & Marianne Buchanan
Rob Morgan & Janice Erich
James McClelland III
Carl & Kathy Woodward

$5,000 - $14,999
Michael & Terry Baldwin
Peter & Sofia Blanchard
Cheryl Hart
Ann Harvey & Mike Campbell
Geoffrey L. Haskett
Nancy Judge & John B. Sommi
Margaret Kolar
Chuck & Liz Kontulis
Bill Laverack
Nancy Marshall
Jim Meyer
Gray & Marlene Payne
David & Gigi Priebe
Robert & Julie Reveley
Rob & Kit Rohn
Peggy & Caesar Sweitzer
Chris Wright
Linqing Yang

$2,500 - $4,999
Mary Barley
William Bone
Robert & Paula Butler
Gail Carmody
Jock Conyngham
Susan Dowds
Estate of Roy Talmo
Mina Hyman 
Kate Keith
Angus Littlejohn
John & Donna Martin
Elaine Meier
John & Nuri Pierce
Joel & Jane Scott
Nancy Soulette
Roselee Wayman

$1,000 - $2,499
Cynthia Anderson
Jon Anderson

Jon Andrew
Keith Angell
Edward Barrios
J. Thomas & Ellen Bowler
Michael Boylan
James Brown
Douglas Buck & Bobbie Lindsay
Susan Bycraft
John & Patricia Case
Richard & Dragana 

Connaughton
Anita Cosgrove
Dawn Dickson
Margaret Donnelley
Helen Dunlap
Edward & Linda Dweck
John Eadie
Marshall & Jamee Field
Robert Fiske Jr.
Andrew & Nancy Frazier
Jeffrey & Chrystal Gannon
Carla Garbin
Taylor Gerhardt
Tom & Beth Goettel
Arlette Gordon
Paul & Ronnie Guyre
Diana Hadley
Shelly Hall
Anne Hamilton
Layne Hamilton
William Lawrence & Patricia 

Hankins
Susan Haseltine
Byron Hensley
Philip Johnson
Christine Knisely
John & Kathleen Koons
David Lambert
Carolyn Leaver
Harvey & Janet Manchester
Francis Mangels
Susan Miller
Mark Musaus
Jim & Mary Neal
John Nussbaum
Steve Quarles
Janne Rumbough
Lynn Scarlett
Paul & Elizabeth Shiverick
Robert Slater
Henry & Susan Smythe

Dale Spartas
Dan & Mary Stanton
Nancy Stegens
Jim & Donna Stone
James Strickland
Bernard Sussman
Janith Taylor
Susan Teegardin
Kyriakos Vergos
Renee Verrier
Lucy Waletzky
Lis Waterman
Andrew & Melissa Woolford

$500 - $999
Charles & Leslie Anderson
Stephen Andrews
James Arnold Jr.
Colleen Bain
Gregory Barnhart and Susan 

Gordon
Abraham & Dianne Bernstein
Doug Brashear
Matt Bass
Kenneth Brennen
Robert Calhoun
Nancy Calltharp
Soozi Cameron
John & Mary Cavallero
Stanley Kolber & Christina 

Clayton
Sarah Cole
Robert Crary
Richard Curtis
Sheldon Damberg
Helen Dunlap
Jeb & Edith Eddy
Mitch Ellis
Steve & Martha Ellis
Susan Etherton
Judy Fair-Spaulding
Annie Falk
Jim & Carol Faulstich
Ann Fensterstock
David Fiedler
Cliff Fitzgerald
Ann W. Fourtner
Constance Gehrt & Kathryn 

Ruiz
Murray & Joanie Goodman and 

Marley Overman

Jerry Grover
Scott & Debbie Harwood
William Heath
Lorraine Hood
Deke Hopkins
William Hunter
Karin Johnson
Marshall Johnson
Jeanne Kanders
CC & Lisa Kau
Robert Keeley 
John Kern
George Stalker & Jean Keskulla
Jarrett & Judith Kling
Steven Kohl
Kenneth & Patricia Kupchak
Jim Kurth
Peter & Connie Lacaillade
Gaye Lingley
Emily Lott
Mike & Lee Lumpkin
Stuart Marcus
Randall Marshall
George Elmore & Marti LaTour
Sylvia Martinez
Mark McInnis
Marc Meyer
Elizabeth Neuvar
William Ostrander & Janice L. 

Johnson
Jeffrey Oyler
Marie-Louise Palandjian
Stephen & Susan Parry
Pamela Patsley
Charles & Sylvia Pelizza
David & Marga Raskin
Michael Rosenberg
Donald & Karen Schefmeyer
John Schmerfeld
Judith Schrafft
Barney & Barb Schranck
Ernie & Catherine Schurian
Dennis Sharp
Robert Sigmon
Jeff & Tami Smith
Caroline Sory
Kristin Stewart
Dan Stinnett
Sidney & Annette Stubbs
Stephen Sullivan
Katherine Summers

Paul Taylor
Mary Thanh Hai
Elizabeth Thompson
Robyn Thorson
Steve Moore & Barbara Volkle
Alan Wentz
Meredith Williams
Mary Willis

Wildlife Refuge 
GEMS (Monthly 
Donors)
Anonymous
Cathy Allen
Jon Andrew
Matt Bass
Angela Begosh
Vernon Bessey
Randall Blazick
Rena Borkataria
Susan Bowen
Jean Carrigan
Gail Carmody
Kyle Chelius
Israel Clark
Wendi Craig
Bryan & Corrinne Crawford
Laura Degolier
George Demetropolis
Nathan Dias
Sherri Dollin
Mary Lou Fenili
Scott Finley
Robert & Karen Fisher
Carol Fletez
Douglas Forsell
Jimmy Fox
Friends of the Wichitas
Carla Garbin
John Garrett
Constance Gehrt
Tim Glover
Kathleen Granillo
Cheryl Hart
Geoffrey Haskett
James Holler
Lorraine Hood
Jeanette Hunkins
Steven Johnson
Noah Kahn

Andrew Kraczkiewicz
Eva Kristofik
Kenneth & Patricia Kupchak
Dale Lambert
Emily Lott
Lilly Marie Loveland
Bruce Low
Rita Mahaffa
Joshua Malbin
Matha Marks
Nancy Marshall
Patricia Matthews
Elaine Meier
Sonja Mendoza
Jim & Mary Neal
Robert Newman
Philip Norton
Judith O’Neale
Michael Paredes
Brian & Courtney Phelan
John & Nuri Pierce
Richard Pilgrim
Kathleen Przybylski
Corliss Rice
Richard Rodgers
Charles Sexton
Richard & Leslie Shields
Mason Sieges
Ann Smith
Donna Stanek
Deborah Steward
Glenn Stover
Kay Ward
Peter Weil
Pat Wilson

Refuge Friends 
Groups

$25,000 & above
Ding Darling Wildlife Society

$5,000 - $14,999
Friends of the Wichitas

$1,000 - $4,999
Friends of Brazoria Wildlife 

Refuges
Friends of Great Swamp NWR
Friends of Pool 9

]Thank You
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To All Who Supported the Refuge Association’s Mission in FY2022
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Friends of Sherburne NWR
Friends of St. Marks 

Wildlife Refuge
Friends of the Nisqually 

NWRC

Less than $1,000
Big Oaks Conservation 

Society
Friends of Balcones 

Canyonlands
Friends of Bill Williams 

River-Havasu National 
Wildlife Refuges

Friends of Black Bayou 
Lake NWR

Friends of Crystal River 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex, Inc.

Friends of Hakalau Forest 
NWR

Friends of Haystack Rock
Friends of Heinz Refuge at 

Tinicum
Friends of Iroquois NWR
Friends of Malheur NWR
Friends of Mashpee 

National Wildlife Refuge
Friends of Mid-Columbia 

River Wildlife Refuges
Friends of Noxubee Refuge
Friends of Parker River 

NWR
Friends of Patuxent
Friends of Rice Lake 

Refuge
Friends of San Diego 

Wildlife Refuges
Friends of Stone Lakes 

NWR
Friends of the Assabet 

River NWR
Friends of the Clarks River 

Refuge
Friends of the Kootenai 

NWR
Friends of the Lower 

Suwannee & Cedar Keys 
Refuges

Friends of the Missisquoi 
NWR

Friends of the National 
Wildlife Refuges of 
Rhode Island

Friends of the Patoka River 
NWR

Friends of the San Luis 
Valley NWRs

Friends of the San Pablo 
Bay NWR

Friends of the Tampa Bay 
NWRs

Friends of the Wildlife 
Corridor

Friends of Trempealeau 
Refuge

Friends of Wertheim NWR
Sandhills Prairie Refuge 

Association
San Francisco Bay Wildlife 

Society
Shoreline Education for 

Awareness

Grants & Donations
Alaska Conservation 

Foundation
Anonymous
Claude & Maxilla Evans 

Charitable Fund of the 
Spartanburg County 
Foundation

The Creative Waves 
Foundation

Community Foundation of 
Western North Carolina

Defenders of Wildlife
The Delos & Anita 

Cosgrove Fund of the 
Cleveland Foundation

E. Murdoch Family 
Foundation

Eric Friedheim Foundation
Fitz Productions, LLC
Florida Conservation 

Group for Everglades
Foundation for 

Sustainability and 

Jay and Elaine Rosenson 
Fund of Berks County 
Community Foundation

Joseph Pubillones Inc.
The Kessler Family 

Foundation
The Laverack Family 

Foundation
Malcolm C. Damuth 

Foundation
Mark E. Bryant Charitable 

Trust
Mary D. Decker 

Charitable Fund at 
East TX Communities 
Foundation

McClelland Family 
Foundation

Michael Kluger & Heidi 
Greene Foundation

National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation

The Nicholas & Gardiner 
Lapham Family Fund at 
The Chicago Community 
Foundation

The New-Land 
Foundation, Inc.

Orange County 
Community 
Foundation- Henry W. 
& Ellen R. Warne Family 
Endowment Fund

Pledgeling Foundation
Richard D. Rawley Living 

Trust
Sharkey Family 

Foundation, Inc.
The Trinchera Blanca 

Foundation
Trink and Ernie Schurian 

Charitable Gift Fund
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service
Wayman Family Charitable 

Trust

Combined 
Federal 
Campaign
Aaron Archibeque
Michele Burgess
John Cornely
William Craft
Kevin DesRoberts
Lisa Dickinson
Peter Dratch
Kyla Hastie
Kenneth Hittel
Deborah Holle
Lisa LaPlant
Andre Loranger
Noreen Mastascusa
Frank Muth
Ducky Nguyen
Reginald Reisenbichler
Thomas Roster
Kari Schramke
Karrie Schwaab
Evan Sloop
Stella Tea
John Weber
Den Whitfield
Michelle Willoughby
Andrew Yuen

Our thanks also to 
those CFC donors 
who chose to 
remain anonymous

National Wildlife Refuge Association

Board Of Directors
OFFICERS

Chair Michael J. Baldwin
Vice Chair E. Gray Payne

Secretary Gail Carmody
Treasurer James McClelland III

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dan Ashe
Ed Barrios
Rena Borkhataria 

*William Buchanan, Jr.
*Dragana Connaughton
*Cheryl Hart
Wayne Hubbard
Jim Kurth
Nancy Marshall
Elaine Meier

  Robert Morgan
  Sylvia Pelizza

**Richard Remmer
*Kit Rohn

**Lynn Scarlett
*Jim Stone
Steven Quarles
Carl Woodward

**S. Elwood York

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Tom Goettel
Tony Judge
Marc Meyer
Mike Murphy

Glenn Olson
Mamie Parker
Candace Tamposi

LEGAL COUNSEL

Steven Quarles — Environmental 
Counsel

Robert Morgan — General Counsel

 *Members who left the board during FY22 **Members elected to the board in FY22
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To All Who Supported the Refuge Association’s Mission in FY2022

Staff
EXECUTIVE STAFF

Geoffrey L. Haskett, President Marco Aguilar, Chief Operating Officer

STAFF

JC Boothe, Biological Technician
Jessica Castro-Prieto, PhD, Caribbean 

Conservation Coordinator
Elizabeth “Liz” Figueroa, Urban 

Wildlife Refuge South Florida Regional 
Partnership Specialist

Debbie Harwood, Office Manager
Angie Horn, Urban Wildlife Refuge 

Program Director

Steve Jester, Executive Director, 
Partnerscapes

Courtney Phelan, Director of 
Development

Libby Marking, Director of Government 
Affairs & Public Policy 

Julie Morris, Conservation Programs, 
Florida and Gulf Coast Programs 
Manager

Eden Taylor, Communications Associate

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Jon Andrew, Florida Refuge Liaison
Mike Boylan, Regional Representative, 

Alaska
Mike Bryant, Regional Representative, 

North Carolina and South Carolina
Gary Montoya, Regional Representative, 

Southwest

Mark Musaus, Grants Manager & 
Representative at Large

Howard Phillips, Conservation 
Consultant

Jan Taylor, Regional Representative, 
Northeast

CONSULTANTS

Caroline Brouwer, Government Affairs 
Consultant

Karla Maldonado-Mitchell, Financial 
Consultant 

Cissy Russell, Graphic Designer

Susan Rutherford, Senior Development 
Advisor

Special Thank You 
Joan Patterson
Sue Hix

Innovation
Foundation for the 

Carolinas
The George F. Baker Trust
Gregory Annenberg 

Weingarten, GRoW@ 
Annenberg.

Helen Clay Frick 
Foundation

Jannotta-Pearsall Family 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Jackson 
Hole
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Help Protect, Promote, and Enhance Our National Wildlife Refuges!  
Visit refugeassociation.org | CFC #10076

For 47 years the National Wildlife 
Refuge Association has been the 
voice of the wildlife and habitat 

that depend on the National 
Wildlife Refuge  System.
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